JEWISH COMMUNITY
RELATIONS COUNCIL

MINNESOTA & THE DAKOTAS

12 North 12th Street, Suite 480
Minneapolis, MN 55403

Tel: 612.338.7816
info@minndakjcrc.org
www.minndakjcrc.org

President
Jon Parritz

Vice Presidents
Jacy Rubin Grais
Rhona Shwaid

Treasurer
Jason Divine

Secretary
Aklilu Dunlap

immediate Past President
Judy Cook

Executive Director
Steve Hunegs

Board of Directors
Gregoery Arenson
Boh Aronson

Shai Avny

Gary Baron

Rabbi Zalman Bendet
Julie Burton

Valeria Chazin
Marty Chester
Michael Cohen
Richard Cohen
Brian Cook

Jeff Davidman
Judah Druck

Rabbi Ryan Dulkin
John Goldfine

Todd Johnson

Mort Kane

Phyllis Karasov
Robert Karon

Amy Kaufman
Susie Kaufman
Wendy Khabie
Elizabeth Lamin
Shirly Tramer Lerman
Elyse Levine Less
Mayor Stephanie Brod Levine
Andrew Lifson
Judie Liszt

Sally Lorberbaum
Gil Mann

Joseph Peilte
Renee Popkin
Stephen Rosenthal
Russ Rubin

Bob Rubinyi

Jim Shaw

Alan Silver

Debbie Stiliman
Howard Tarkow
Amy Walstien
Robin Washington
Rabbi Michelle Wermner

February 21, 2023
30 Shevat 5783

Representative Cheryl Youakim
Representative Ron Kresha
Education Finance Committee
Minnesota House of Representatives
State Office Building

Saint Paul, MN 55155

Dear Chair Youakim and Lead Kresha:

Thank you for the opportunity to weigh in on HF1102 (Rep. Clardy), a bill that
extends school counseling services to students enrolled in grades K-6 in
nonpublic and tribal contract schools in Minnesota.

Over the past several years, our nonpublic schools serving Jewish students
have been under extreme stress, specifically the impact of the rise of
antisemitism in Minnesota and throughout our country which has been
devastating for many of our students.

Additionally, all students need access to school counseling and mental health
services — this isn’t a bill about schools but is a student-centered bill and
ensures our students receive early intervention and consistency in services.

Lastly, as you may know, many of our students move from public to nonpublic
schools and vice versa. By extending school counseling and mental health
services to grades K-6, students will continue to receive consistency of
services when and if they change schools.

I encourage the committee to support and pass HF1102 during the 2023
Legislative Session.

Sincerely,

.

Ethan Roberts, J.D.
Deputy Executive Director

cc: Members of the House Education Finance & Policy Committee



